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American Memory Search Strategies 
 
1. Describe your topic. What do you want to find information about? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Brainstorm keywords or search terms to start with and write them in the spaces 
below. Think about related terms or phrases, synonyms, plural/singular terms, and 
spelling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. List the most common collection names that come up while you search. 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
4. List any problems you had searching for information on your topic. 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5. List what worked well for you in your search. 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
•_____________________________________________________________________ 
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